Advanced practice nursing (APN) is considered not only as a set of knowledge and skills but also as a concept. It is a powerful idea: APN is the patient-focused application of an expanded range of competencies to improve health outcomes for individuals and populations in a specialized clinical area of the larger discipline of nursing [@bib1]. The concept of APN could provide a stable core understanding for all APN roles, it could promote consistency in practice that can help others to understand what this level of nursing entails, and it could advance the achievement of value-added patient outcomes and improvement in health care delivery process.

APN roles in North America are comprehensive and well regulated, including certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs), certified nurse-midwives (CNMs), clinical nurse specialists (CNS), and nurse practitioners (NP). However, the concept of APN is still a relative new in the nursing profession. Different countries have different concepts of APN as the context of the social, political, and economical environment and the history of medicine, technology and science are different [@bib2]. In China, the need and strategies to develop education and practice of APN roles are also highlighted [@bib3].

Would you be interested in submitting a manuscript regarding APN? Two of our guest editors, Jiale Hu and Paula Forgeron, are interested in talking with you. They will be editing a special issue that showcases and reports significant advancements in the art and science of APN. Manuscripts are sought regarding APN that 1) report research that provides evidence for the impact of one or more of the various APN domains of practice: direct clinical practice, guidance and coaching, consultation, evidence-based practice, leadership, collaboration and ethical decision making; 2) explore and analyze philosophical, conceptual, and theoretical perspectives; 3) describe and evaluate methodologies and approaches that support practice, education, management, and research and advance knowledge.

It is critical that the content of manuscripts needs to make an explicit connection to advancing the body of knowledge on APN. Manuscripts should be submitted through the standard process adhering to the guidelines for submission. Our guest editors invite authors to send a query e-mail to <jhu081@uottawa.ca> or <Paula.Forgeron@uottawa.ca> before beginning to write a manuscript if you would like to be involved. Briefly describe your idea and the primary topics to be covered. They will respond with feedback to help you develop the manuscript in accordance with the IJNSS\'s needs and policies. The deadline for manuscript submissions is October 31, 2017.
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